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THE MATHEMATICAL ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA. 

In accordance with the call for an organization meeting of a new national 
mathematical association, signed by four hundred and fifty persons representing 
every state in the Union, the District of Columbia, and Canada, such a meeting 
was held at Columbus, Ohio, on Thursday, December 30, 1915, in room 101 of 
Page Hall, on the Campus of Ohio State University. The meeting extended 
through two sessions, the latter being held on Friday morning, December 31, 
at which time the constitution was finally adopted. 

The following one hundred and four persons were in attendance, a large number 
of whom took active part in the proceedings: 

C. E. Albright, North High School, Columbus; R. B. Allen, Kenyon College; 
Frederick Anderegg, Oberlin College; W. E. Anderson, Wittenberg College; 
G. N. Armstrong, Ohio Wesleyan University; C. L. Arnold, Ohio State Uni- 
versity; R. P. Baker, Iowa State University; Grace M. Bareis, Ohio State Uni- 
versity; W. H. Bates, Purdue University; H. M. Beatty, High School, Newark, 
Ohio; R. D. Bohannan, Ohio State University; J. C. Boldt, High School, Day- 
ton, Ohio; P. P. Boyd, University of Kentucky; J. B. Brandeberry, Toledo 
University; S. W. Brown, Ohio State University; Daniel Buchanan, Queen's 
University; H. T. Burgess, University of Wisconsin; W. H. Cahill, Loyola 
University; W. D. Cairns, Oberlin College; A. G. Caris, Defiance College; R. D. 
Carmichael, University of Illinois; G. E. Carscallen, Hiram College; H. E. 
Cobb, Lewis Institute; E. T. Coddington, Ohio State University; Elizabeth 
B. Cowley, Vassar College; L. C. Cox, Purdue University; D. R. Curtiss, North- 
western University; S. C. Davisson, Indiana University; W. W. Denton, Uni- 
versity of Illinois; L. E. Dickson, University of Chicago; O. L. Dustheimer, 
Bald win- Wallace College; Peter Field, Jr., University of Michigan; B. F. Finkel, 
Drury College; T. W. Focke, "Case School of Applied Science; W. S. Franklin, 
New York City; C. E. Githens, Superintendent of Schools, Wheeling, W. Va.; 
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Harriet E. Glazier, Western College for Women; M. E. Graber, Heidelberg 
University; S. M. Hadley, Penn College; W. A. Hamilton, Beloit College; 
Harris Hancock, University of Cincinnati; C. T. Hazard, Purdue University; E. R. 
Hedrick, University of Missouri; Cora B. Hennel, Indiana University; F. J. 
Holder, University of Pittsburgh; L. A. Hopkins, University of Michigan; Marvel 
C. Horn, Muskingum College; C. A. Hutchinson, Wittenberg College; L. C. 
Karpinski, University of Michigan; A. M. Kenyon, Purdue University; J. H. 
Kindle, University of Cincinnati; Emma L. Konantz, Ohio Wesleyan University; 
H. W. Kuhn, Ohio State University; T. E. Mason, Purdue University; Gertrude 
McCain, Oxford College for Women; J. V. McKelvey, Cornell University; W. O. 
Mendenhall, Earlham College; F. E. Miller, Otterbein University; G. A. Miller, 
University of Illinois; J. A. Miller, Swarthmore College; U. G. Mitchell, Uni- 
versity of Kansas; C. N. Moore, University of Cincinnati; Charlotte Morning- 
star, Ohio State University; C. C. Morris, Ohio State University; F. R. Moulton, 
University of Chicago; J. R. Musselman, Johns Hopkins University; J. R. 
Overman, Ohio State Normal College; C. P. Parkhurst, care of Ginn and Com- 
pany, Columbus, Ohio; A- D. Pitcher, Western Reserve University; V. C. Poor, 
University of Michigan; J. B. Preston, Ohio State University; S. E. Rasor. 
Ohio State University; H. W. Reddick, Cooper Union, New York; Hortense 
Rickard, Ohio State University; H. L. Rietz, University of Illinois; W. J. Risley, 
James Millikin University; W. H. Roever, Washington University; R. E. Root, 
United States Naval Academy; D. A. Rothrock, Indiana University; F. H. 
Safford, University of Pennsylvania; Ida M. Schottenfels, Chicago, DX; A. R. 
Schweitzer, Chicago, 111.; H. M. Sheffer, St. Louis, Mo.; S. A. Singer, Capital 
University, Ohio; H. E. Slaught, University of Chicago; G. W. Smith, University 
of Illinois; W. M. Steirnagle, High School, Fowler, Indiana; K. D. Swartzel, 
Ohio State University; E. H. Taylor, Eastern Dlinois State Normal School; 
C. E. Van Orstrand, U. S. Geological Survey; C. A. Waldo, Washington Uni- 
versity; C. P. Weinland, North High School, Columbus, Ohio; W. P. Webber, 
University of Pittsburgh; P. M. Weida, St. Alban's School, Knoxville, 111.; 
C. J. West, Ohio State University; H. S. White, Vassar College; E. J. Wilczynski, 
University of Chicago; F. B. Wiley, Denison University; C. B. Williams, 
Kalamazoo College; D. T. Wilson, Case School of Applied Science; B. F. Yanney, 
College of Wooster; A. E. Young, Miami University; W. H. Zeigel, Kirksville 
Normal School, Missouri; Alexander Ziwet, University of Michigan. 

When the meeting was called to order, E. R. Hedrick, University of Missouri, 
was elected temporary Chairman, and W. D. Cairns, Oberlin College, temporary 
Secretary. Upon the request of the Chairman, some introductory remarks were 
made by H. E. Slattght, as the representative of the Board of Editors of the 
American Mathematical Monthly who had been responsible for proposing 
the call for the meeting. Referring to the history of this movement, as outlined 
in the October, 1915, issue of the Monthly, he emphasized the fact that this 
journal had stood consistently, since its reorganization, for advancing the interests 
of mathematics in the collegiate and advanced secondary fields, and expressed the 
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hope that the new organization might carry forward these aims with still greater 
effectiveness, cooperating, on the one hand, with the various well-organized 
secondary associations, and, on the other hand, with the American Mathematical 
Society in its chosen field of scientific research, but being careful to encroach 
upon neither of these fields. 

The meeting was then resolved into a committee of the whole for the con- 
sideration, section by section, of a constitution and by-laws, tentative drafts 
of which had been prepared in advance. After three hours of patient and pains- 
taking deliberation, all mooted questions were settled except the name of the 
new organization. This was left to a committee to choose from the eighteen 
different variations which had been proposed and to report the following morning. 
A committee was also delegated to assist the temporary secretary in smoothing 
out any verbal inconsistencies or inaccuracies in the constitution and by-laws. 
The name finally chosen by the committee was adopted without a dissenting 
vote, as embodying more favorable points and fewer objections than any other 
that had been suggested. 

CONSTITUTION. 

Article I — Name and Purpose. 

1. This organization shall be known as The Mathematical Association op America. 

2. Its object shall be to assist in promoting the interests of mathematics in America, especially 
in the collegiate field. 

Article . II — Membership. 

1. Any person who is interested in the field of collegiate mathematics shall be eligible for 
election to membership in the Association. 

2. Any institution in which the Calculus is regularly taught shall be eligible for election to 
institutional membership in the Association; such an institution shall have the privilege of sending 
a voting delegate to the meetings of the Association. 

Article III — Officers. 

1. The officers of this Association shall be a President, two Vice-Presidents, a Secretary- 
Treasurer and twelve additional members of an Executive Council, together with a Committee 
of three on Publications, who shall be ex-offitio members of the Council. 

2. The President, Vice-Presidents and Secretary-Treasurer shall be elected annually for a term 
of one year, and four members of the Council shall be elected annually for a term of three years. 
They shall be eligible for reelection, but not for more than two consecutive terms, except in the 
case of the Secretary-Treasurer, whose term may be extended indefinitely. The Committee on 
Publications, consisting of the Managing Editor and two other members, shall be appointed by 
the Council. 

3. The Council shall transact the official business of the Association and shall report its 
actions at the annual meetmg of the Association and in the official journal. Any proposed action 
of the Council which makes or alters a question of policy shall be published in the official journal 
before final action has been taken, so that members of the Association may make known to the 
Council their individual views. 

4. The Council shall have authority to fill vacancies ad interim. 

Article IV — Meetings. 

1. The annual meeting of the Association shall be held at such time and place as the Council 
may direct. 

2. The Council shall have power to call other meetings of the Association whenever it may be 
deemed expedient. 
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Article V — Sections. 

1. Any group of members of this Association may petition the Council for authority to organize 
a Section of the Association for the purpose of holding local meetings. The Council shall have 
power to specify the conditions under which such authority shall be granted. 

2. The Association shall not be obligated to pay from its treasury any of the expenses of such 
sections. 

Aeticle VI — Official Journal. 

1. The Association shall publish an official journal, which shall be sent free to all members 
of the Association in accordance with Article VII. 

2. The Council shall have power to conduct negotiations with respect to securing an official 
journal, and shall have full control of its publication and sale. 

Article VII — Dues. 

1. An individual member of the Association shall pay an initiation fee of two dollars at the 
time of his election. 

The initiation fee shall be waived in case of those who join the Association before April 1, 1916, 
and this clause shall be dropped after its provisions have been fulfilled. 

2. The annual dues of an individual member shall be three dollars, including a subscription to 
the official journal. 

3. The annual dues of an institutional member shall be five dollars, including two subscriptions 
to the official journal. 

4. All dues shall be payable on the first of January of each year. Should the annual dues of 
any member remain unpaid beyond a reasonable time, his name shall be dropped from the list, 
after due notice. 

5. New members entering the Association after April 1, of any year, shall have their dues 
prorated for the balance of the year, except when they desire to receive the full current volume 
of the official journal. 

Article VIII — Amendments. 

This Constitution may be amended at any annual meeting of the Association by a two-thirds 
vote of those present and voting, prpvided that such amendment shall have been printed in the 
official journal at least one month before the date of such meeting. 

BY-LAWS. 

1. Election of Members. Election to membership shall be by vote of the Council upon written 
application from the individual or institution seeking admission. 

Those who shall be admitted to membership before April 1, 1916, shall constitute the list of 
charter members. 

2. Nomination and Election of Officers. Two months before the date of the annual meeting, 
all members shall be given an opportunity to nominate by mail a candidate for each office for the 
ensuing year. One month before the annual meeting, the Council shall announce two candidates 
for each office, one being the person who received the highest vote in the nominations and the other 
being selected by the Council from among the several nominees next in order. 

The election shall be by mail or in person and shall close on the day of the annual meeting. 

Twelve members of the Council shall be elected at the first meeting of the Association, and 
the secretary shall draw lots to determine which four of those elected shall serve for one, for two, 
and for three years respectively. (This clause shall be dropped after its provisions have been 
fulfilled.) 

3. Committees. The Committee on Publications shall have charge of the official journal and 
of all other publications of the Association, under the direction of the Council. 

The Council may appoint any other committees and delegate to them such power as may, 
in its judgment, seem desirable. 

4. Price of Publications. The Council shall fix the price of the official journal, and of any 
other publications of the Association to non-members, but in no case shall the journal be sold for 
less than the annual dues of individual members, as specified in Article VII of the Constitution. 
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This shall not be construed to affect existing contracts with any subscribers or news agencies 
for the year 1916, who may decline to readjust on the new basis. (This clause shall be dropped 
after its provisions have been fulfilled.) 

5. Amendments. These By-Laws may be amended at any annual meeting under the same 
conditions as specified in Article VIII of the Constitution. 

As the provisions of the By-laws with respect to the nomination and election 
of officers could not be fulfilled in the first instance, a special resolution at the 
meeting on Thursday provided for a nominating committee, consisting of L. E. 
Dickson, University of Chicago; D. R. Curtiss, Northwestern University; 
H. L. Rietz, University of Illinois; S. E. Rasor, Ohio State University; and 
R. E. Root, United States Naval Academy. This committee reported imme- 
diately after, the final adoption of the Constitution and By-laws on Friday 
morning. Their report, after full opportunity for further nominations from the 
floor, was adopted and the following officers were elected: 
For President, E. R. Hedrick, University of Missouri; 
For Vice-Presidents, E. V. Huntington, Harvard University, and 

G. A. Miller, University of Illinois; 
For Secretary-Treasurer, W. D. Cairns, Oberlin College; 
For additional members of the Executive Council: 

To serve for one year. To serve for two years. 

D. N. Lehmer, University of California, R. C. Archibald, Brown University, 

R. E. Moritz, University of Washington, Florian Cajori, Colorado College, 

K. D. Swartzel, Ohio State University, M. B. Porter, University of Texas, 

Oswald Veblen, Princeton University. J. W. Young, Dartmouth College. 

To serve for three years. 

B. F. Finkel, Drury College, 

E. H. Moore, University of Chicago, 

J. N. Van der Vries, University of Kansas, 

Alexander Ziwet, University of Michigan. 

The Council met on Friday afternoon and immediately completed its quota 
by the appointment of the Committee on Publications consisting of H. E. 
Slaught, of the University of Chicago, managing editor, together with R. D. 
Carmichael, University of Illinois, and W. H. Bussey, University of Minnesota. 

The Council appointed a committee consisting of Alexander Ziwet and 
K. D. Swartzel to act with power in negotiating with the owners of the Amer- 
ican Mathematical Monthly with a view to securing this as the official journal 
of the Association. The result of these negotiations was that the Monthly 
was formally transferred to the Association and thus, under these new auspices, 
it will begin its twenty-third year of continuous service. 

The Council empowered the Committee on Publications to fill out the Editorial 
Board by the appointment of associate editors. This has been done as follows : 



6 THE MATHEMATICAL ASSOCIATION OP AMERICA. 

R. P. Baker, University of Iowa; W. C. Brenke, University of Nebraska; 
A. Cohen, Johns Hopkins University; B. F. Finkel, Drury College;. L. C. Kar- 
pinski, University of Michigan; G. H. Ling, University of Saskatchewan; Helen 
A. Merrill, Wellesley College; U. G. Mitchell, University of Kansas; W. H. 
Roever, Washington University; D. A. Rothrock, Indiana University; C. H. 
Slichter, University of Wisconsin; and D. E. Smith, Columbia University. 

The Editorial Board will be further organized by the appointment of com- 
mittees in the various departments. 

The Council also appointed a Standing Committee on Finance consisting of 
the President, the Secretary and. the Managing Editor; also a special committee 
to secure a bond for the Secretary-Treasurer in the amount of $2,000. 

The Secretary was instructed to draw lots to determine the terms of service 
of the twelve members of the Council just elected, the result being as indicated 
above. 

The Council received formal applications from duly authorized representatives 
of three states requesting authority for organizing Sections of the Association; 
namely, from Kansas, Missouri and Ohio. The Kansas meeting was held early 
in the Autumn, the Missouri meeting at Thanksgiving time, and the Ohio meeting 
on Thursday afternoon at Columbus, the latter having some thirty-five delegates 
present. The Council appointed a committee consisting of E. R. Hedrick, 
Alexander Ziwet, and K. D. Swartzel, to formulate the terms under which 
such petitions may be granted, as provided by the Constitution, and to act with 
power on these and other similar petitions which may be received before the 
next meeting. 

Finally, the Council authorized the President, Secretary, and Managing 
Editor to act with power in respect to all names proposed for membership during 
the formation period. 

Although no program had been originally planned, aside from the arduous 
business of organizing the new Association, yet the temporary committee on 
arrangements was most fortunate in securing Professor L. C. Karpinski, of the 
University of Michigan, to give his illustrated address on "The Story of Algebra," 
which he did on Friday morning immediately following the business session. It 
is not too much to say that for the space of an hour he both charmed and edified 
an enthusiastic audience of approximately one hundred persons. 

Hearty thanks are due to the local committee of arrangements, under the 
direction of Professor S. E. Rasor, for the accommodations provided for these 
meetings, including especially the luncheon on Friday given by the Department 
of Mathematics of Ohio State University to all mathematicians attending the 
Columbus meetings. Thanks are also due to the members of the American 
Mathematical Society who were in attendance at Columbus for the very 
hearty cordiality and cooperation extended by them to the new Association. 

For further notes on the Columbus meeting see the last pages of this issue. 

W. D. Cairns, Secretary. 



